Study Time #1 

· Read Ephesians 1:1-2.

· Pray for discernment as you go through this study.

Ephesians 1:1-2

“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,

To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in

Christ Jesus:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”


~As we have discussed, Paul wrote Ephesians and it was said that he was probably writing from prison.  What verses in Ephesians would indicate Paul’s imprisonment?  (Hint: look in chapters 3, 4, and the end of chapter 6)  Paul’s attitude while in prison is extraordinary despite his circumstances.  He desires to proclaim Christ wherever he is!

~ Every author that has ever written a book has a purpose in mind when they write.  Same with Paul writing Ephesians.  Obviously, we know that the Holy Spirit moved Paul to write Ephesians.  Why, according to Ephesians, would this book be added into Scripture?  Or in other words, what is the purpose of Ephesians?  (We will answer this question at the very end of the study and hopefully have a more accurate reason. But use what you have read and learned so far to determine this question.)

A Nugget of Truth

Paul also mentions that he is only an apostle ‘by the will of God.’  The word for ‘will’ in Greek is thelema meaning: of the purpose of God or of what God wishes to be done by us that can only be brought out by God.  Paul emphasizes God’s work in his life, not his work.  Paul recognizes the place God has him and how he got there.

Application

What could you apply to your life from verses 1-2 based on what you studied? 

